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Pastorôs Message 

A "Six Step" Forgiveness Program  

to Repair and Restore Broken Relationships  

 

First, be realistic.  Being realistic entails three questions. A) We need to 
define clearly just what it is that requires forgiveness. Define exactly 
what happened.  B)  Determine against whom the offense was commit-
ted.  This careful step helps us protect innocent bystanders whom we 
donôt want to suffer any collateral damage.  C)  We must uncover what 
exactly are the consequences of the offense. By being realistic when 
considering all these facets we avoid the error of exaggerating the effect 
of the fault.  It is easy for us to blame the person closest to us for all the 
wrongs weôve suffered in a day.  When we begin the forgiveness proc-
ess, we must focus on a specific event.  

Next, we must remember ñI am forgivenò before we consider offering 
forgiveness to another. It only takes one quick, private, inward glance to 
make us painfully aware of the need all of us share for the gift of God's 
grace and forgiveness.  This moves us past the temptation of feeling 
superior.  We need to remember that the flaws we see easiest in others 
we probably know first in ourselves.  Our ability to forgive is only possi-
ble because we have already been offered the ultimate gift of forgive-
ness through Jesus Christ. 

The third step may be the most difficult.   When we forgive we put aside 
our ñrights.ò  We forget about getting even.  Forgiveness doesnôt keep 
score. This will require prayer! 

Fourth, we must talk about it!   Remember the first step?  The details 
need to be aired out.  Forgiveness requires compassionate, straightfor-
ward communication between the one to be forgiven and the forgiver. 
The specific wrong identified in step one must now be placed before the 
wrongdoer. This is no easy task.  Sometimes it is far easier to suffer in 
silence, nursing personal misery, than risk facing the wrong, and perhaps 
even aggravating it by bringing it into the open and talking about it. The 
ability to forgive means being able to admit that someone has success-
fully inflicted a hurt on you.  

The fifth step puts into action the words of the fourth step.  Do some-

thing.  Walk the talk.  A simple handshake or a hug.  Kiss and make up.  
Welcome the offender back without punishment. More than talk must 
occur.  

(Continued on page 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday, March 28  
9:30 First Communion  for children  

  
11:00 a.m. the First Presbyterian Church Choir 

performs the Easter Cantata, The Great Inheri-
tance, composed by Ward-Stephens. 
  

Easter Sunday, April 4  
9:30 Easter morning Worship  

Service 

 
11:00 Easter morning Worship 

Service.  
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Nursery  

A professional Nanny staffs 

the Nursery from 8:30 AM 

until noon on Sundays  

Volunteers are always 
needed. 

To 

Volunteer 

Call the Church office 

Lee Valelnti 

Coordinator 
Ushers 11 AM  

Service  

 

Leland Hawes, Chr.  

George Green  

Andy Lawyer  

  

Worship Leaders  

9:30 Service  

Vocalists: Mark Beccue, Katie Fonte, Elizabeth Kieffer, Janice Polo, 
Angelique Walker  

Musicians: Jan Banker, Doug Bagge, Bob Campbell, Fitz Conner 
(pastor) , Alicia Elliott, Holly Kreher, Libor Ondras, Beth Waligorski, 
Bruce Trice, Al Miller 

Computer and sound technicians: Flip Pyfrom, Bruce Trice 

Contemporary Music Director :  

            Michael Eggleston 

 

 

11 O'clock Service  

Choir  

Organist:  Margaret McAlister  

Director:  Annetta Monroe  

Members:  Nicole Estima, Nancy Garma, 

Jeanette Gautier,  Gretchen Geist,  Tanya Lewis, 
Fausto Miro, Ruth Nelson, Stephen Mollica, 
James Osborn, David Snavely, Jennifer Velez, 
Mary Jane Knowles, June Coe.  

C O R P O R A T E  

O F F I C E R S  

President  
Lewis H. Hill III  

 

Vice President &  
Secretary  
Tyler Hill  

Treasurer  
Virginia S. Green  

Session  

Clerk of the Session  

 

Class of 2010  

JoAnn Harvey, June Arnhym,  

 Elizabeth Krystyn -Fueyo,  

LeRoy Mitchell, Norman Giovenco  

Class of 2011  

Geri Carter Evans, Holly Kreher  

Drew Hobby, Gene Milas  

Cary Showalter  

Class of 2012  

Liz Anderson, David Banker,  

Jim Davis, Alex Rodriguez  

John Sample  

The First Presbyterian News is a publication of the First Presbyterian Church of Tampa, Inc., 412 Zack St., 
Tampa, FL 33602.   

The First Presbyterian News  is published 11 times each year, January, February, March, April, May, June/July,    

August, September, October, November and December..   

Call the church office (229-0679) to add to or remove individuals from the mailing list.  

Things to Know 

Address:  

412 Zack St.  

Tampa, FL 33602  

 

Phone #  

813 - 229 - 0679  

 

Web page:  

http://www.firstpresta
mpa.org/  

 

First Presbyterian 
Church dates its begin-
ning from 1884, al-
though its roots are in 
an earlier Sunday 
School.  
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Staff  

Pastor: .......................  Rev. Fitz Conner  

Cell: 784 -4109  ...  Fitz@firstprestampa.org  

Parish Associate :  .......  Rev. Kathy Conner  

Cell: 766 -2254 Kathy@firstprestampa.org  

Minster of Visitation:  .............  Barb Luthe  

Cell: 727 -916 -0736  

Office Manager :  .............  Pamela Robetor  

229 -0679  .........  pam@firstprestampa.org  

Bookkeeper & Technology:  ....  Pam Shives  

Property  ................................ ......  Bill Luthe  

Custodian:  ...................  Ishmael Jackson  

Music Director:  ..............  Annetta Monroe  

Organist:  ..................  Margaret McAlister  

Contemporary Music:  ...  Michael Eggleston  

Youth Dir:  .....  McLean Murphy  610 -4500  

 ................................ .........................   

Childrenós Ministry:  ..............  Lee Valenti  

229 -0679 - ....  lvalenti@firstprestampa.org  

Staff  and members may be reached 
through the church office ð229 -0679  

Finally, to help facilitate this new behavior, we 
want to establish or re -establish an agreement, a 
covenant, between our self and the one forgiven.  
This enables us to define what kind of behavior 
will be expected from each other in the future.  
We need guidelines, limits, clear expectations in 
order to adjust our behavior.   A ñnew dealò 
brings a new relationship into being.  

"Twelve Step" Recovery Programs are very famil-
iar and very effective in overcoming various 
forms of addiction. This "Six Step" Forgiveness 
Program can be similarly effective in repairing 
and restoring relationships. Taken together, the 
"Six Steps" enable us to offer forgiveness so 
complete and so genuine that when we are fin-
ished, a shattered relationship has been made 
whole. 

(Continued from page 1: Pastorôs message) 

 

Prayer Requests Contact List  

 

Rev. Kathy Conner Cell:  813-766-2254 

 or Kathy@firstprestampa.org 

Pam Robetor -   Church Office 813-229-0679 

Barb Luthe  Cell: 727-916-0736 ..  

 or  bluthe@gmail.com 

 

Prayer Tree Ministry Team  

 

Karen Berry ................................ .....................  kbb1213@aol.com 

Rev. Bob Chaffee ................................ ..........  BARNODI@msn.com 

Peggy Davis ................................ ............................  813-251-4581 

JoAnne Harvey ................................ ........................  813-237-0419 

Nancy Hobby ................................ ......  nhobby1@tampabay.rr.com 

David Maddux ................................ ........  davidmaddux@gmail.com 

McLean Murphy ...............................  mmcleanrmurphy@gmail.com 

 

  

Young Professionals Sunday Lunch Cookout:  

Come join us for lunch cookout on Sunday, March 14th , 12:00 p.m. 

at Carlee and Will Bowdoinôs (3603 W. Platt Street) for a mere $6.00 
per person! We get together once a month and always have a great 

time. Friends are welcome! Email Kathy Conner if you have any 

questions or would like to come at Kathy@firstprestampa.org.  

Grief Recovery Group  

If you are dealing with the hurt of loss due to the death of a loved 

one please join us on Sunday, March 7th at 12:00 p.m. in the church 

office. This will be an opportunity to explore ways to heal, visit with 
others who understand and experience encouragement from scrip-

ture. Please contact Kathy Conner at Kathy@firstprestampa.org if you 
have questions or would like to attend. Lunch will be provided for a 

small donation.  

mailto:Kathy@firstprestampa.org
mailto:bluthe@gmail.com
mailto:kbb1213@aol.com
mailto:BARNODI@msn.com
mailto:davidmaddux@gmail.com
mailto:mmcleanrmurphy@gmail.com
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From Kathy Conner  

Prayer Walk:  

 Each month we walk through the campus of the church as a way of praying for every aspect of the life of the church 
and its mission.  We walk to the nursery and pray over the babies and their parents who come there to the steps of the 

church where we serve those who are hungry and homeless.  Please join me in prayer for the ministries of the church, 
members and friends, staff, our children and more on Sunday, March 14 th at 8:30 a.m. in the church office.    

 

 Thank you, 
Kathy 

 Preparing Your Heart for Easter  

By Rev. Kathy Conner  

When we take the time to be more intentional about preparing our hearts for Easter it makes the celebration much 
more meaningful. Many church traditions refer to this period of time as Lent. Lent officially begins on Ash Wednesday 

(Feb. 17th) and continues for forty days until Easter. If you want to grow in your understanding of the cross and 

Easter events and desire to draw near to the Lord then consider taking on a new habit that will help you to 
grow such as:  

Daily reading (as a family or alone) using the Lenten calendar (available in the church office and on Sunday mornings)  

Daily prayer in the morning  

Reading the story of the cross and resurrection in all four Gospels by looking at one chapter per day. Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John give us four different perspectives and information that when read together give you the whole story. 
(see list of readings below)  

Participating in a small group bible study this spring  

 

You may also want to give up a habit or attitude that gets in the way of your relationship with the Lord 
such as:  

An attitude of ñunforgivenessò toward someone  

A critical attitude toward your spouse or other family members  

An addiction that needs to be addressed  

And yesé.chocolate, soft drinks, sugar etcéif for you, giving it up can serve as a reminder that your craving for that 

particular item pales compared to your desire for more of God in your life.  

Ie. ñLord, I am hungry for this thing but I pray that you would fill me with a greater hunger or desire for you.ò  

Giving up a relationship that is not healthy; perhaps diverting your attention away from the only one who can  truly fill 
the longing of your heart.  

 

Daily reading schedule of the story of the cross and resurrection as mentioned 

above. You may choose to read a small portion of each chapter per day.  

Matthew 21:1-11, and Chapters 26ï 28  

Mark 11:1-10; and Chapters 14ï 16  

Luke 19:28-47; and Chapters 22 ï 24  

John 12: 1-19; and Chapters 18 - 21  
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First Communion Classes  will run every Sunday from Feb 28th ï 
March 21st.  Classes will be during their normal Sunday School class 
time. 
This class is for 2nd and 3rd graders that would like to learn more 
about what it means to come to Godôs table. 
First Communion will be on Palm Sunday, March 28th. 
Children will meet at Color Me Mine in Hyde Park village on Sat, 
Mar. 20th to paint First Communion crosses. 
Please contact Lee Valenti for more information: lva-
lenti@firstprestampa.org 
 
New parenting small group!   Couples, single moms or just mom 
or dad welcome! 
ñEveryday Parents Can Raise Extraordinary Kids!ò 
Wednesday nights 6:00 pm ï 7:30 pm starting March 17 th. 
Childcare available!  Kids program for children age 4 years ï 11 
years old ï Kids Honor Club!  Nursery for children 3 years and 
younger. 
Dinner for children & adults will be part of the evening and worked 
into the cost.   $40 per person  
Please contact Allison Napior or Lee Valenti if you would like to join 
this small group! Lee ï lvalenti@firstprestampa.org or Allison ï as-
napior@aol.com 
 
Music  
Children in grades 1st ï 5th grade will have music during their normal 
Sunday school class time with Heather Albritton in the chapel. 
Music days in March will be March 14 and 21st.  They will be prepar-
ing to sing a Palm Sunday song and the re-enactment of Jesusô tri-
umphant entrance into Jerusalem. 
 
Safe Sitter certified helpers in classrooms at First Pres  

Only children that have completed the Safe Sitter course through St. 
Josephôs or TGH may help in classroom with younger children during 
Sunday school time.  All other children must go to their Sunday 
School class.  A safe sitter course will be offered at the end of April 
for any boys or girls that would like 
to attend.  You must be 11 years 
old to attend and receive a certifica-
tion. 
 

At the Spring picnic ï there 

will be an Easter egg hunt for 

kids and Easter arts and crafts 

at the picnic! 

 

Lee Valenti  

First Presbyterian Church 
Children's Ministry  
www.firstprestampa.org 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School  

Galactic Blast VBS at First Pres!  You children will ex-
perience God in an ñout of this worldò way!   

June 21 ï 25, 9 am ï 12 pm 
$40 per child ï ages 3years (fully potty trained) ï 5th 

grade 

Register starting March 1st on our website:  
www.firstprestampa.org  

We need volunteers to help for one day, three days or 
all week ï register as a volunteer on our website too!  

Galactic Blast is a cosmic adventure praising god 
through daily spacewalks, bible storytelling, snacks in 

the Astro Bistro, arts and crafts, fun games and explo-

ration!  Children will meet new friends, strengthen 
their faith in God and learn daily green tips to share at 

home! 
Sign up now ï spots are limited! 

Childrenôs Activities 

Galactic Blast VBS t-shirt 

Contest! 

Do you want your design to 
be on the back of our next 

2010 VBS shirt? 
Please submit your artistic 

creation before April 4 th   to 
  Lee Valenti! 

 
Guidelines for artistic design: 
1.  No more than 3 colors may be used ï black and white do 

count as a color. 
2. You may draw or do a computer image!  
3. Contest is open to all ages! 
4. The design will be on the back of the t -shirt. 
5. The design must fit the Galactic Blast ï Space theme ï see 

the website for inspiration, but do not copy images ï we 
want something original! 
http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/galactic -blast/index.php  
 This year VBS gives the kids eco-friendly tips each 
day to take home!  

6. Must use this Scripture verse somewhere in the design:      
Let Everything that breathes praise the Lord!  
  (Psalm 150:6) 

7.  Be Creative!!!!! 
8. Please submit your design on 8x11 or 11x17 paper. 

9. The winner will get a free shirt and 1 free VBS fee for you , 
your child or to donate to sponsor another child to come to 

VBS!  Also, you will be recognized for your artistic talent 
at First Pres! 

 

mailto:lvalenti@firstprestampa.org
mailto:lvalenti@firstprestampa.org
mailto:lvalenti@firstprestampa.org
mailto:asnapior@aol.com
mailto:asnapior@aol.com
http://www.firstprestampa.org
http://www.cokesburyvbs.com/galactic-blast/index.php
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Marchy  
1  Nick Baldwin 

 Courtney Banker 

 Katie Flood 

 Marie Risch 

 India Stallings 

 2   Matthew Giovenco 

 Kara Hagan 

 3  Lane Burkett 

 Faith Hidenfelter 

 Nelson Maddux 

 Morgan Nolan 

 Jeff Tebbe 

 4   Kenny Keller 

 Dillon Moran 

 Charlie Poe 

 Mackenzie Zurek 

 5  Andrew Davis, Jr. 

 Bill Luthe 

 Bet Snyder 

 Kelsey Arsenault 

 Marilyn Beccue 

 Tommy Snyder, III 

 Brittany Wurdeman 

7   Ansley Gould 

 8  Kirsten Dotson 

 David Duke 

 Jeanette Gautier 

 Mary Stevens Malone 

 Brian Showalter 

 Chip Storm 

9  Katie Jennus 

  Kevin McCray 

10 Alana Rodriguez 

10 Allison Snyder 

 Johan Velez 

 Dalyn Winter 

11  Hart Mackinnon 

 Doug Tuttle 

 Carol Whitlock 

12 William Berry 

 Melissa Bunch 

  Connor Hall 

 Lauren Muller 

 Paige Muller 

14  Lily Bryan 

  Laura Hill 

 Melissa Jassir 

 Cyndi King 

 Andrea Schevrich 

Have a birthday  

or anniversary  

 not being recognized?   
 
 

 

NOTE: If we do not have the year of 
your birthday or anniversary, the sys-

tem will not print it out for this list.  
 
A few birthdays were dropped by the 
system (mine being one!), so if yours 

is missing, just let me know and Iôll 
see that it is re - entered .  
 
Virginia Green, 886 - 4592 or  
  VaGreen100@aol.com  

Newsletter  

Please remember the deadline for the 
newsletter is always the 15th of the previ-

ous month!  

VaGreen100@aol.com                  886 -4592  

Or place in my box at church. Thanks!  

 

Ryan & Kim Strayer  ............................. 3/01 
Ray & Carolyn Ferwerda  ..................... 3/04 
Tyler & Kathy Hill  ................................. 3/08 
Ralph &Joan Labarta  ........................... 3/12 
Fitz & Kathy Conner  ............................ 3/18 
Pepper & Jill Coulter  ........................... 3/21 
Stanley & Angelique Pyfrom  .............. 3/21 
Edward & Lisa Woodward  .................. 3/21 
Bill & Mindy Socher  ............................. 3/25 
Clay & Kellie Hall  ................................. 3/27 
Chad & Traci Bell  ................................. 3/28 

15 Sarah Torreasky 

 Ruth Walley 

16  Julia Baldwin 

 Michael Briet 

 Stephen Mollica 

 Rowan Perry 

 Avram Rago 

17 Skooter Kinman 

 Lance Lansrund, Jr. 

 Stephanie Vieiva 

 Reece Jamieson 

19  Charlie Caulk 

 Caprianajade Sanchez 

 Lee Valenti 

 Jack Withrow 

20  Crystal Beckton 

 Chelsea Cone 

 Cade Macdonald 

 Colt Macdonald 

 Chris Moore 

21  Jocelyn Puleo 

22  Rachel Lewis 

23 Jamie Conner, Jr. 

24 Mackenzie Banker 

25 Alina Showalter 

 Ashley Zurek 

26 Jack Agliano 

 Mabry Bishop 

 Nathan Bishop 

 Austin Dotson 

 Hanley Gibbons 

 Trish Santana 

27  Leise Hammer 

  Sam Woodward 

28  Morgan Davis 

  Bud Leistl 

  Ryan Lester 

 Ashley Moody 

29 Tom Berry 

  Bailee Leistl 

30 Joey Elliott 

 Luke Mackinnon 

 Rose Yanger 

31  Kayla Bryant 

  Kevin Hidenfelter 

  Isla Macdonald 

 Emily Warren 
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ONE WORLD GIFT  SHOP 

Monday through Friday  

11:00 am ï 2:00 pm  

Come and shop! 

The shop is open the first Sunday of each 

month.   

Come and see us! 

Volunteers are needed to work one day per 
month or one day every week!    

This is a SERVICE and a MISSION  for the 
church. 

All of the income above expenses  goes di-
rectly to local charities. 

To volunteer: Call Charlotte Utt, 877-4944; or 
Susan Smith, 250-1313   

Remember that The One World Gift Shop 

has items not available elsewhere in our city. 

Your purchase helps the craftsperson make a living. 

 

Africa Service Trip 2010  

 This yearsô trip to Arusha, Tanzania is from June 
12 ï 22!  The trip is designed to help you grow in your 

faith, do meaningful work for the people of Tanzania as a 

way of serving the Lord, go on Safari in one of the most 
popular safari regions in all of Africa and have fun!  Whole 

families, teenagers, college students and other adults are 
all welcome!  The trip will cost approximately $3,200 and 

we are currently taking $1,000 deposits to reserve a spot.  
Please contact Kathy Conner in the church office or send 

an email inquiry to kathy@firstprestampa.org.   

Easter Lilies for the Sanctuary  

 

Your Name:  

Your Phone #:  

In Memory of:  

Or: In Honor of:  

Or: In Honor of the Risen Lord:  

# Lilies at $7.50 each      check enclosed for $  

(please check one of the following:)  

After the 11 Oôclock service, I will take the Lily (Lilies) for distribution  

Or I wish the church to arrange for distribution to a shut - in  

Memorials.  

In memory of John Baysden from Mr. & Mrs. Dorsey 

Pennington, Mrs. Edith Pike, Mrs. Mary Jane Knowles, Mr. & 

Mrs. George Green, Nancy Jane Bains, Mr. & Mrs. Lewis 
Hill, III, Mr. William Gra-

ham, Jr., and Phyllis Kap-
pes (Johnôs first cousin). 

In memory of Bob 
Dunn , Mr. & Mrs. George 

Green,  

Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Hill, III 

and Mr. William Graham, 
Jr. 

 

mailto:kathy@firstprestampa.org
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 Whatôs Happening with the HUB? 

 

 

 Spring Break trip to New Orleans is getting closer!  

We will be scheduling a few meetings for our group as we come together as a team to prepare for this amazing opportunity.  On e of 
the biggest ways you can begin to prepare your heart is joining us on Sunday nights at HUB.  We will be growing together in f aith as 
well as friendship.  Weôll see you on Sunday nights! 

(Continued on page 9)  

 1  2  3  4  5  6  

   HUB Band 

practice  

7pm  

   

7  8  9  10  11  12  13  

Confirmation 
Class 11 -12:15  

HUB Mid 5 -

6 

High 6 -7:15  

  HUB Band 

practice  

7pm  

   

14  15  16  17  18  19  20  

HUB Mid 5 -

6 

High 6 -7:15  

  HUB Band 

practice  

7pm  

   

21  22  23  24  25  26  27  

HUB Mid 5 -

6 

High 6 -7:15  

  HUB Band 

practice  

7pm  

   

28  29  30  31     

HUB Mid 5 -

6 

High 6 -7:15  

  HUB Band 

practice  

7pm  
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Flowers for the Sanctuary  

March  

Mar 7:  The flowers today are to the glory of 
God and in loving memory of Judge 
Philip Knowles by his wife, Mary Jane, 
son David, and daughter Diana 
Tagliarino & their families.  

Mar 14:  The flowers today are to the glory of 
God and in loving memory of Mr. & 

Mrs. R. J. McMaster, Mr. & Mrs. Leland 
M. Hawes, Sr., Mrs. Beatrix James, Mr. 
& Mrs. Reid McMaster, and Mr. & Mrs. 

Richard H. McMaster by their family  

Mar 21:  The flowers today are to the glory of 
God and in loving memory of Herbert 
W. Coe and Marshall Tison by their 
family.  

Mar 28:  The flowers today are to the glory of 
God  and in  memory  of Virginia      

Childers by her daughter Penny and 
husband Chuck Murphy.  

To order flowers, please call Charlotte Utt, 
877 - 4944  for dates available.  

The flowers are ordered by the church and billed 
to the church.  The donor reimburses the 
church.  The donor tells Charlotte the amount 

they wish, beginning at $50.00 for the two ar-
rangements.  

After the 11 Oôclock service, you may take them 
for your own use, or leave them to be delivered 
to shut - ins.  

Presbyterian Women Circles  

The Son Circle meets the 

first Monday of the month, 

September through May.  

Call Charlotte Utt for infor-

mation (877 -4944).  

Circle 5 meets on Sunday 

afternoon for lunch, fellow-

ship, and Bible Study, also 

September through May .  Call Virginia 

Green for information (886 -4592)  

Confirmation  

The last class will be the first Sunday in March.  We would en-
courage everyone to mark their calendars for May 2nd when we 
will announce our newly confirmed teenagers to the congrega-
tion. 

Start making your summer plans now!  

This summer we will be taking teenagers to camp.  Middle 
school camp will be at Southwind from June 23rd ï 28th.  Come 
enjoy a week away from home with your best friends in Ockla-
waha, FL!  Enjoy the pool, giant slide, swing, amazing food, and 
game room.  You wonôt want to miss it! 

High school camp will be at Sharptop from August 1st-7th.  
Whatôs better than a week at a beautiful Georgia camp with all 
of your friends?!?   

Let McLean know if youôre interested so that we can get you 

signed up for the greatest week of your life!! 

(Continued from page 8) ñWhatôs Happening in the 
HUBò 

Pray for the people of Chile  
On Saturday, February 27, 2010, an earthquake measuring 8.8 oc-
curred off the coast of Chile in the Maule region approximately 115 
kilometers north of the country's second largest city, Concepción. 
Early reports are that there were several hundred casualties. Our 
partner church in the region, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in 
Chile reports no victims. The church in Talca has been destroyed. 
(Talca is located between Concepción and Santiago.) We currently 
have no PC(USA)-appointed mission personnel deployed in Chile. 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is monitoring events and is ready 
to work together with our partners as they assess the situation.  
Please pray for the people of Chile. 

Please pray for the people of Chile. 

PDA continues to respond to the Haiti  
earthquake  

PDA, working in collaboration with partners, continues to provide 
basic humanitarian aid for those most impacted by the January 
earthquake and to assess ongoing recovery needs. More than 
$564,000 has been sent to help with relief.  

PDA is asking you to stand in the GAP for disaster survivors as 
you Give , Act , and Pray . 

PDA seeking trauma counselors fluent in French or 

Creole  

PDA and its partners are seeking qualified persons interested in 
offering emotional care/staff care for Haitian national staff engaged 
in development and disaster relief activities in Haiti.  

http://www.pcusa.org/pda/trauma-counselors.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/pda/trauma-counselors.htm


Page #10 

First Presbyterian Church of Tampa, Inc. 

March 2010  

. 

 

 

Envy  - Part 1 

 According to my copy of the Oxford American Dictionary the word envy means:  

Envy  n. 1. a feeling of discontent aroused by someone elseôs possession of things one would like to have oneself 

 The spiritually scary thing about envy is that even when we know we canôt change the circumstances that are 
leading us to envy,  we will fall more deeply into envyôs cold embrace.  

 We will think things that not only turn us from God but make us wretched. We will say things that not only hurt 
people but cost us friends. We might even do things that are out -and-out nasty or harmful. And all because we com-

pared what we had with what we wanted or wanted to be.  

 ñComparison fuels the fire of envy within people. It prompts the tendency to judge . . . it makes us prejudiced 

people.ò  

 ñI think oneôs level of contentment has everything to do with whom you compare yourself to,ò says novelist 

Deborah Raney. ñOneôs perspective makes all the difference in the world.ò 

 We like to believe that whatôs in our mind isnôt harmful because itôs private. No one else is being influenced or 

harmed by our imaginings, especially because most thoughts remain no more than thoughts.   If we acted out what we 
were pondering, then we would be wrong.  

 Not so. Jesus told the crowd that lusting in the imagination was as bad as adultery. That particular teaching 
raised the bar of mental purity very high. The truth is: as we think, so are we.  

 ñFinally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirableðif anything is excellent or praiseworthyðthink about such thingsò (Phil. 4:8). 

 Scripture lays down another pattern of thought for us, not as a suggestion but as a command, one of true 
things and noble things, right things and pure things, lovely things and admirable things. Certainly envy does not fit any 

of those descriptions. To be a godly person means learning not to give envy mind time. It means learning to be accept-
ing and appreciative. 

 Being accepting means that you agree with God that he has made you as your are and placed you where you 
are.  Being appreciative means agreeing with God that he has the right to make us all different, to make all our circum-

stances different, and that this is good.  

 From the book, ñRiding the Waves ñ by Gayle G. Roper 

 

Some praise and thanks. . .  

 That we can see new buds on the trees. . .in spite of the cool/cold temperatures.  
 That we here in Florida see lots of brown; brown grass, brown leaves, brown weeds rather than lots of white!  

ᾥ That when we finally turn to God, when we canôt do it any more on our ownðheôs there for us!  

 That even when bad stuff happens we still have Godðheôs holding us up and is right there with us. 
 

Please keep in your prayers. . .  

ᾥ All those who are waiting for test results.  

 All those who are facing surgery, undergoing chemo treatments, or in rehab.  
 All those who fear what the future may bring.  

 That we all can look at Godôs gift of His son Jesus and truly appreciate how he loves us. 

In service together, Barb Luthe 727-916-0736 
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Bible Study  

First Wednesday  

At the church  

6 PM 

Call Peggy Kanter  

281 -2124 for details  

 

Serving Those  

Who Are Hungry  

and  

On the Street  

Volunteers to bag the lunches for 

the next day  

 
 

Want to join  
First Presbyterian?  

Or just find out  
What itôs all about? 

Contact  
The Pastors:  

Fitz and Kathy Conner  

 
 

Confirmation Class  
 

the Confirmands  
will be received as  

New Members  
at the  

April Session Meeting,  
Tuesday, April 27 th . 

 

 

Wednesday Bible Study  

8:30 A.M.  

 

Women in their Golden Years  

Thursday 9:30  

 

Contact Kathy Conner  

766 -2254  

 

"Picnic in the Park"  

a church wide picnic  

Palm Sunday, March 28th  

12 - 2 p.m.  

Kate Jackson Park  

Mark your calendars!  Details 

to come!  

Bring your lawn chairs, a food 

item and good cheer!  

Easter Egg hunt, crafts  

Suzanne Kinman  

 

Gents for  

Bible Study  

7:00 AM ð8:00 AM  

Thursdays  

In the Hub  

Volunteers Needed!  

Talk to Lee Valenti  

Or  

Kathy Conner  

Or  

Barb Luthe  

For your special contribution!  

Of Time  

 

 

     
First Presbyterian Church of Tampa  

 

One hundred - twenty - five years of  

sharing the good news of the saving  

knowledge of Jesus Christ  

in downtown Tampa.  

 

 


